Kerry Pushes FDA to Investigate Lead Content in Lipstick
Below is the text of the letter:

Andrew C. von Eschenbach, M.D.
Commissioner of Food and Drugs
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Commissioner von Eschenbach:

We are writing to express our concern regarding a series of recent news articles
highlighting elevated levels of lead in many lipstick products.

As you know, the FDA currently does not regulate lead in lipstick or other cosmetic
products. The Campaign for Safe Cosmetics recently conducted tests of 33 red lipsticks
and found that 61% of the lipsticks contained lead at levels ranging from .02-.65 parts per
million. One third of the tested products exceeded the FDA recommended limit for lead
in candy, which represents the permitted lead ingestion level by children.

In response to these results, we request that FDA consider taking two actions to address
lead levels in lipstick and other cosmetics:

1. FDA has indicated an interest in re-testing the same lipsticks tested by the Campaign
for Safe Cosmetics. We encourage FDA to perform these tests on a wide range of other
lipstick brands in a variety of colors, and to publicly report the results.

2. If the FDA reaches the same conclusions as the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics, we
respectfully encourage the FDA to take immediate action to reduce consumers’ lead
exposure to lipstick and other cosmetic products. The FDA should issue guidance to
industry, establishing a recommended maximum level of lead in lipstick and other
cosmetic products, set to correspond with the lowest detectable levels found in laboratory
tests.

Thank you for your attention to this issue, and we look forward to a timely response to
our concerns.

Sincerely,

John F. Kerry
Barbara Boxer
Dianne Feinstein

CC: Linda Katz, Director, FDA Office of Cosmetics and Colors

Courtesy : US Senate

Link :
http://www.fibre2 fashion.com/news/fashion-news/newsdetails.aspx?News_1d=44859




